
REPORT TO: Civic Affairs Committee 25 September 2014
LEAD OFFICER: Head of Legal and Democratic Services 

Histon & Impingon and Girton Parish Councils and Darwin Green 2/3 Community 
Governance Review

Purpose

1. To update Civic Affairs Committee with regard to progress so far as regards the 
intention to change parish boundaries at Impington and Girton parishes in order to 
create a new parish for the development at Darwin Green 2/3.

Recommendations

2. It is recommended that the Committee notes progress and approves the action plan 
included in this report.

Reasons for Recommendations

3. The parish councils of Histon & Impington and Girton have requested the District 
Council investigate the options in relation to changing the parish boundaries for 
Impington and Girton in order to establish a new parish at Darwin Green 2/3.

Background

4. The development at Darwin Green 2/3 (previously known as NIAB) includes 1100 
homes (including affordable housing), a secondary school, formal and informal public 
open space, cycle and footpath links to Histon, Impington, Girton and Cambridge, 
equipped areas of play, buffer zone and landscape bunding separating from A14, 
country park, primary school, recycling facilities, bowling green, and a community 
building.  The development straddles the parish boundary separating Girton from 
Impington, with most of the open space and sports provision being located in Girton 
parish and most of the houses and other buildings being located in the parish of 
Impington.  The Darwin Green 2/3 development complements the Darwin Green 1 
development of approximately 1593 homes and a range of health, library, and 
community facilities, which is located in Cambridge City.  Once completed, the total 
number of new homes across Darwin Green 1 and 2/3 could be up to 3000 = approx 
7500 people. 

Considerations

5. The parishes of Histon, Impington and Girton are long-established rural villages in the 
District of South Cambridgeshire while the Darwin Green developments will be new 
communities that are urban extensions to the City of Cambridge.  People moving in to 
Darwin Green are likely to feel much more that they live in Cambridge City than in a 



rural village, and similar to Orchard Park and Trumpington Meadows, will have 
different needs and expectations to those of people living in long-established rural 
communities. 

6. The Darwin Green developments are further complicated by the fact that they 
straddle parish boundaries in a way that Trumpington Meadows doesn’t. This could 
lead to complications in relation to S106 and precept monies if open space and sports 
facilities for Darwin Green 2 are in a different parish to that of the housing and other 
facilities and buildings. Issues such as ownership of facilities and the cost of running 
and maintaining open space, sports and community facilities could become more 
complicated if they remain in different parishes.

7. Officers have attended the parish council meetings of both Girton and Histon and 
Impington and are part of the Darwin Green Working Group set up by Histon & 
Impington Parish Council to investigate options for new governance arrangements.  It 
is intended to carry out early informal consultations with the local communities to 
determine the best place for any new parish boundary lines to be drawn and the 
timing for any formal consultation and review.

 
Action

 
When

 
Who

 
Continue attending Darwin Green Working Group (includes 
representation from Histon & Impington Parish Council) and 
Girton Parish Council.

 
On-going 1 x 
monthly

 
TM

 
Evening Public Meeting at Histon Parish Council Office

 
27 November 
2014

 
TM

 
Saturday morning informal public drop in at Histon High 
Street (Stacks facility)

 
6 December 
2014

 
TM

 
Evening Public Meeting and Saturday morning drop in at 
Girton to be confirmed for early 2015

 
January/February 
2015

 
TM

 
Agree draft new boundaries for potential new parish and report 
back to Civic Affairs Committee

 
March 2015

 
FM/TM

Implications

8. There are no significant implications.

Financial
9. If a CGR is to be undertaken there will be associated costs of publicity and 

consultation which need to be met by the Council.  It is not possible to quantify those 
costs at this stage.

Legal
10. Compliance with the 2007 Act and associated guidance will help avoid challenge to 

the process of the outcome.



Staffing
11. It is expected that a CGR can be carried out within existing staff resources in New 

Communities and Legal.

Risk Management
12. There are no significant implications.

Equality and Diversity

13. There are no significant implications.

Climate Change

14. There are no significant implications.

Consultation responses (including from the Youth Council)

15. The Youth Council is keen to see new governance arrangements set up for Darwin 
Green because it will be an urban extension so feel more part of the City than a rural 
District.

Background Papers
None

Report Author: Tracy Mann – Development Officer
Telephone: (01954) 713342


